
West St/High St Junction Improvements 

 
As the next stage in the improvement of road safety and traffic management across 
Lacock Parish, the Parish Council (LPC) are proposing to change the layout and signage 
of the junction of High Street and West Street.  This letter seeks to inform you of the 
proposed changes, and to encourage feedback and comment from across the Parish.
 
Why is the Parish Council proposing these changes? 

There are several concerns relating to this junction, mostly raised by villagers in the traffic 
survey conducted by the LPC.  They include: dangerous traffic prioritisation, which allows 
through traffic to speed across junction; lack of adequate safe crossing points; inadequate 
lighting and poor signage.  The road markings at this junction have not changed since 
before the gate was installed by the Abbey entrance, effectively turning High Street into a 
cul de sac.  However, the volume of traffic through the village has continued to increase 
dramatically. This has brought the shortcomings of the existing layout and priorities into 
focus.  In particular, the road markings and layout gives priority to vehicles emerging from 
the High Street whereas the vast majority of vehicles are proceeding straight across the 
junction and along West Street, to and from Hither Way.

What are the proposed changes and what will be their effect? 

The Information Sheet attached has a schematic of the proposed changes, which are 
described below:

• installation of a mini roundabout at the junction will correct the priorities and address 
some of the safety concerns;


• the entire junction will become a raised area, with an alternate road surface. Ramps on 
the approaches will encourage traffic to slow down.  This combination is judged by the 
LPC and Wiltshire Council Highways to provide the most effective traffic calming 
measure and most appropriate for this junction;  


• the footway in front of the Porch House on the south side of the junction has been 
widened to produce a better line for traffic proceeding towards Melksham Road going 
south and those turning left out of the High Street; and


• the footway in front of the War Memorial has been widened to provide a better line for 
vehicles travelling north and provide a safe parking location north of the junction. This 
will discourage parking on the junction in accordance with the Highway Code.


What are the likely benefits?
 
The modified road layout and the widening of the pedestrian footpaths is intended to 
significantly improve the safety of road users and pedestrians throughout this junction.  
Reduced traffic speed, reduced noise and air pollution, increased pedestrian areas and 
crossing points, and improved lighting and signage will have a major positive impact on the 
quality of life for residents and visitors.



How will this affect me?

Whilst these changes will be kept to a minimum, and will be designed with due 
consideration to the character and appearance of the village centre, they will be in line with 
highway design criteria and principally are intended to improve road and pedestrian 
safety.  Parking arrangements will change near to the junction in order to accommodate 
the revised road layout, and there may be changes to lighting levels at the junction, 
dependent upon a lighting survey to be conducted as part of the development.  Changes 
to road signage will also be made. 
 
None of these changes are expected to have a negative effect on the facilities currently 
enjoyed by residents in the immediate vicinity of the junction, and will have an overall 
substantial benefit to all residents of the Parish, and for visitors.
 
How can you help?
 
The Parish Council welcomes constructive feedback about this proposal.  Ideally the LPC 
would wish to hold an open meeting to allow stakeholders the opportunity to offer 
comment and opinion.  However, in order to make progress whilst maintaining social 
distancing through the current Covid-19 pandemic measures, the LPC has agreed to 
conduct the stakeholder review of this proposal on-line.
 
To view the full plan of the junction produced by Wiltshire Council please visit the Lacock 
Parish Website at lacockparishcouncil.gov.uk and follow the link.
 
To comment on this proposal please email: ltg@lacockparishcouncil.gov.uk

What happens next?

The consultation period will end on May 31, whereupon the Parish Council will review the 
feedback from all stakeholders to decide whether to continue with the proposal to improve 
the junction. If the Parish Council agree with the proposal, they will submit it to Wiltshire 
Council to seek funding in the next financial round.

Your sincerely

Lacock Parish Council. 

http://lacockparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:ltg@lacockparishcouncil.gov.uk

