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The Rector writes…
Habakkuk 1:5; 2:2-3; 4:17-19 (NRSVA) 5 Look at the
nations, and see!
Be astonished! Be astounded! For a work is being done in
your days
that you would not believe if you were told. 2 Then the Lord answered me
and said: Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it
seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay. 17 Though the fig tree does not
blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive fails
and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from the fold and
there is no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in
the God of my salvation. 19 God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet
like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon the heights.
In another break with the tradition established for the Wednesday edition of
Team News I am using a few extracts from the book of Habakkuk rather
than a Psalm as the Bible reading for this reflection. This is because I
attended an online seminar recently at which the speaker referred to
Habakkuk in talking about how best to interpret these times we are living
through, and I wanted to reflect on some of the verses he quoted.
I would however first say that the prophet Habbakuk writes very much in a
psalmlike way as he pours out his heart to God about the turmoil he and the
surrounding nations are experiencing at the time. I am not usually a fan of
plucking Bible verses out of context so it is also well worth reading all three
short chapters of the book at your leisure.
The fifth verse of chapter one reflects on the astounding things that are
happening at the time and is picked up on in Acts 13:40-41 where Paul tells
the people of Antioch to:
40 ‘Beware, therefore, that what the prophets said does not happen to you:
41 “Look, you scoffers! Be amazed and perish, for in your days I am doing a
work, a work that you will never believe, even if someone tells you.”’ So
this is a warning and also an encouragement to us to look behind everything
we have experienced during lockdown to see what God might be saying to
us through it.
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This is amplified by verses two to three of chapter two of Habakkuk, which
encourage us to wait for a vision of what God is doing which will surely
come. This is an encouragement to watch, wait and pray before rushing back
into doing everything we were doing before the lockdown began.
I recently came across this comment in a newsletter from a clergyperson
grappling as all clergy are at the moment with the fact that we have permission (but no obligation) to reopen church buildings for worship from 4 July
but have to make complex judgments and risk assessments in consultation
with PCCs and in line with the guidance about safety, capacity, resources,
and vision for the future:
‘This is the time to take stock and remember the things we have learned and
want to hold on to. We have all said “things won’t be the same” – now we
need to grasp the nettle and make sure that the things that are different are
not only the negative things. Obviously when we go back into church there
will be many things that we can’t have – seating will be distanced, no exchange of peace, no singing, no choir, no refreshments, no gathering after
church, smaller numbers present, and then there is the question of communion.... Does rushing back into the building like that feel like a plus? I am not
so sure. I would prefer to have a proper period of learning and take the time
to … work out a constructive way forward that represents an appropriate
way of being the church in a post Covid world.’
Our final extract from Habakkuk is a reminder that as we do the hard work
of thinking through life post-lockdown we should continue to rejoice in the
Lord and find joy in serving him as he will be our strength through the weeks
and months that lie ahead.
So please join with me in praying through our individual and corporate
response to the challenges of returning to some form of physical church and
maybe ask what God’s invitation is to us as individuals and churches as we
re-equip and re-imagine ourselves for a post-Covid future.
With love in Christ,
Andrew
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Gardening Against the Odds?
The Conservation Foundation has relaunched Gardening Against the
Odds as a virtual network and is getting some excellent interest.
As a result, it may be making a radio series soon, featuring some of the
projects it has discovered over the years which show how people combat
‘odds’ – mental, physical and environmental - by gardening, even when they
have no garden.
These people plant seeds which they watch grow, eventually producing
growth leading to flowers and fruit. Sometimes they work alone, sometimes
there is an opportunity to share, producing a sense of community.
All this is nothing new, but many people are discovering the benefits of
gardening as a result of lockdown – discovering how gardening can help
combat loneliness and depression with a sense of caring and wellbeing
sometimes with life changing results.
This is a very topical issue and so if you have discovered the benefits of
gardening recently – or know someone who has – the Conservation Foundation would love to hear from you as soon as possible.
Please contact : davidshreeve@conservationfoundation.co.uk.
Facebook @gardeningagainsttheodds websitehttps://
conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/
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The Coronavirus, Church & You Survey

You are invited to take part in this national survey…details below

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches.
The lockdown has severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care,
fellowship groups, and serving the community. On the other hand, for those
with online access, worship has taken on new and creative forms over the
last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the challenge
of operating in the virtual environment.

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to
assess how churchgoers have responded to the experience, and what they
think the future might hold.
How well have people coped with the pandemic?
Has it strengthened or weakened their faith?
How has it been for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new
environment?
How have those receiving ministry found this novel experience?

Will virtual ministry become part of the post-pandemic landscape, and will
this be a good move for your church?

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and lay people which we hope will enable you to record your
experience of the pandemic, the ministry you have given or received, and
what you think will happen to churches in a post-pandemic world.
In an article to launch the survey in the Church Times, the Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond
anecdote… It will capture evidence of both excitement and fears for the
future, of where stress levels have changed, and whether personal
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faith has weakened or grown.”
This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30
minutes to complete. Most of the questions simply require you to tick boxes,
though there are options to specify your particular circumstances, and an
opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own words.
Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections
which ask about you: these are important because they will allow us to see
how the lockdown is affecting different sorts of people in different contexts.

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly
completed on devices with larger screens such as tablets or computers. You
can access using the following link: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2

Please forward this link to any churches or churchgoers you feel might want
to take part in the survey and support this research. We should have some
initial results within a few weeks and will make these available as widely as
we can.

The Revd Professor Andrew Village,
York St John University a.village@yorksj.ac.uk
The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis,
Visiting Professor York St John University
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What effect will coronavirus have on society?
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has found that, following an initial
period of great anxiety and confusion, now almost half the population understands that life will not return to normal within the next six months.
Other findings include:
75 per cent of us are “very worried” or “somewhat worried” about the effect
that coronavirus is having on our lives now.
Many parents have struggled with home schooling, with 33 per cent saying
it has put a strain on family relationships.
41 per cent of us expect our financial situation to get worse over the next 12
months.
41 per cent of us think that the wellbeing of our child or children is being
negatively affected.
But it is not all bleak – a huge 57 per cent of us think that Britain will be
more united in the future, and 67 per cent of us say that Britain will be
kinder after coronavirus. That is good news!

Coronavirus and our young people
A recent survey by the Prince’s Trust has found increased levels of anxiety
among young people because of the crisis. Half of them say that finding a
job now felt ‘impossible’.
Seven out of ten young people reported feeling that their life is “on hold”,
and a third feel that everything they have worked for was now “going to
waste”.
Jonathan Townsend, UK chief executive of the Prince’s Trust, says: “An
alarming proportion of young people are feeling increased levels of anxiety,
and fears are building about their future. We cannot allow this crisis to
cripple the aspirations and prospects of our nation’s young people.”
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Local is back!
Odd things have been happening to my world in these past weeks of lockdown.
It’s got bigger. I’ve been speaking regularly via the web with friends in
Australia and the United States. Worshippers from Canada and South Africa
are taking part in our online church services. Other churches are telling the
same stories, with increasing numbers of people logging on.
It’s got smaller. Even with the relaxation of regulations, many people are still
working from home, home-schooling and mostly exercising within walking
or cycling distance from where they live.
It’s got faster. Arrangements for a funeral in my family were speeded up,
with registration and funeral planning carried out over the phone. A doctor’s
appointment by telephone significantly cut down waiting time.
It’s got slower. Shopping takes longer with queues that people would have
complained about before the lockdown. The shops have done a great job to
keep the shelves stocked and maintain social distancing.
I’ve been thinking about what the long-term impact of the Covid-19 lockdown might be. One of the key outcomes is that local is back.
For decades, we’ve been hearing about globalization, and how the world is a
much more connected place. It is, and the internet has kept many vital
businesses running these past weeks.
But we’ve also come to value what’s on our doorstep and in our local streets.
Neighbours have become more important. We’re valuing local shops, pubs
and restaurants, parks and open spaces. All the people working hard to keep
local services going.
Christianity is now a major global religion, with billions of followers around
the world. But it began local. It began with Jesus Christ, travelling by foot,
preaching and healing around a small area of the middle east. From its local
10

roots, the faith spread around the world.
Today, churches around the world are deeply rooted in their local communities and are seeking to follow Christ’s example of love and caring.
Each of us is rooted into our family, into our key relationships and into
where we live.
During this pandemic, each of these has grown in importance.

Peter Crumpler is a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former communications director for the CofE.

Now too frightened to go out
Agoraphobia, the fear of open or crowded places, is on the rise. That is the
warning from two charities who work to help those with anxiety problems.
Calls to mental health organisations such as Sane and Anxiety UK have
rocketed in recent weeks. Both have extended their helpline hours in order
to offer support.
Sane has reported a 200 per cent rise in calls for help, and warns that
residents of tower blocks and substandard housing are going to experience
‘more and more’ fear of going outside.
Anxiety UK has reported more than double its normal calls and has
recruited a large number of new volunteers to cope with the increased
demand.
If you would like to contact either, go to: http://www.sane.org.uk or https://
www.anxietyuk.org.uk
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Editor: The Ven John Barton writes in praise of our health service.
The NHS – bearing one another’s burdens
“Save the NHS” was the slogan chosen by the British government when the
coronavirus began to spread. Meant to evoke public compassion, and compliance with emergency regulations, it sounded as though the NHS was an
endangered species. In fact it was the public themselves whose lives were in
jeopardy; the National Health Service existed solely for their benefit. The
slogan did manage to stir gratitude for a service which had been taken for
granted, as well as appreciation of its 1.5+ million staff, many of whom
were now putting their own lives at greater risk.
The idea for a countrywide medical service came from the Beveridge Report, instigated by the coalition government during World War
II. “Medical treatment covering all requirements will be provided for all
citizens by a national health service”, is how it was defined, though it had to
wait until 1948 for its implementation to begin.
It was part of a programme for reconstruction, aiming to eliminate Want,
Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. Sir William Beveridge, who gave
his name to the report, was close friends with two other social reformers:
R H Tawney, and William Temple, who was to become Archbishop of
Canterbury. Today’s Archbishop, Justin Welby, wrote this about the trio:
“Drawing on Christian understandings of justice, generosity and human
dignity, they described the kind of country that they felt reflected God’s
values better.”
One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is £158.4 billion, which in real
terms is 10 times as much as in 1950. In the meantime, it’s no longer
completely free for all. Prescription charges and dental fees have been
introduced. The development of ever-more sophisticated life-saving drugs
and medical procedures will inevitably mean higher costs - and a heightened
moral dilemma. Must there be further limits to the provision of “medical
treatment covering all requirements”?
The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered economy in the years to come
may compel the British people to choose between what is essential and what
is optional.
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All in the month of July
It was:
175 years ago, on 4th July 1845 that Thomas Barnardo, Irish humanitarian
and philanthropist was born. He founded Barnardo’s, a charity which cares
for vulnerable children and young people.

Also 175 years ago, on 17th July 1845 that Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey,
British Prime Minister (1830-34) died. Earl Grey tea was named after him
after he was given a gift of tea flavoured with bergamot oil. It was known as
the Earl Grey’s blend.
150 years ago, on 18th July 1870 that the Vatican issued the declaration of
Papal Infallibility. It preserved the Pope from the possibility of error when
he defined a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by the whole
Catholic Church.
100 years ago, on 17th July 1920 that Kenneth Wolstenholme, British football commentator, was born. Best remembered for his famous commentary
at the 1966 World Cup Final: “Some people are on the pitch…they think it’s
all over…. It is now!” – as the last goal was scored.
90 years ago, on 7th July 1930 that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, British writer
who created the detective Sherlock Holmes, died.
80 years ago, on 10th July 1940 to 31st October 1940: The Battle of Britain
took place. British victory.
75 year ago, on 5th July 1945 that WWII leader Winston Churchill lost the
British General Election to Clement Attlee’s Labour Party.
70 years ago, on 5th July 1950 that Israel’s Knesset passed the Law of
Return, which granted all Jews the right to immigrate to Israel.
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65 years ago, on 9th July 1955 that the song ‘Rock Around the Clock’ by
Bill Haley and His Comets reached #1 on the Billboard chart in the USA.
It remained there for eight weeks. Although not the first rock & roll song, it
is considered the song that brought rock & roll into the mainstream.
60 years ago, on 6th July 1960 that Aneurin (‘Nye’) Bevan, Minister of
Health (1945-51) who led the establishment of the National Health Service,
died.
40 years ago, on 5th July 1980 that Swedish tennis player Bjorn Borg won
the Wimbledon singles championship for a record fifth consecutive time.
30 years ago, on 17th July 1990 that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein threatened to use force against Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates to stop them
driving down oil prices. On 24th July Iraq sent tens of thousands of troops
and hundreds of tanks to the border with Kuwait, ahead of an invasion on 2nd
August which led to the Gulf War.
25 years ago, on 11th July 1995 that the Srebrenica Massacre took place.
The Bosnian Serb Army seized control of Srebrenica and massacred 8,000
men and boys.
Also 25 years ago, on 16th July 1995 that Amazon.com opened its website
to the public.
20 years ago, on 25th July 2000 that an Air France Concorde crashed outside
Paris shortly after taking off for New York. All 109 people on board were
killed, as well as four people on the ground.
15 years ago, on 7th July 2005 that the London Bombings took place.
A coordinated series of four suicide bomb attacks on London’s transport
systems during the morning rush hour killed 56 people, including the four
bombers. More than 700 were injured. It was the worst-ever attack on
Britain, and the country’s first attack by suicide bombers.
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Family friendly pub
Large garden, patio area and car park
Just 2 min drive from

Lacock village

NWW CAMRA PUB OF

CLOSED

THE YEAR 2019

Check us out on Face-

book for upcoming
events

NOW OPEN FOR BRUNCH MON – FRI 10.00 – 11.30
Main menu served
Mon – Fri 12.00 – 14.00 and 17.30 – 21.00

Sat and Sun 12.00 – 21.00

Please note the yearly

JF Chimney Sweep
Devizes

Member of “Institute of
Chimneysweeps”

advertising rates for 2019
Full page £180.00
Half page £90.00
Qtr page £45.00
Discount for residents.

Clean, Reliable and Professional
service
Insurance certificate supplied with
each Sweep
Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

Yearly magazine subscriptions are
£5 for twelve issues
If you would like your magazine
delivered please let me know.

t: 07849 423883

Email

e: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com

nancy@thatchcottagelacock.com
Tel: 01249 730398
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‘MAKE YOURSELF HEARD’
What to do if you need urgent police help through
the 999 service, but can’t speak
A campaign has been launched to raise awareness of how to call 999
when you are too frightened to speak out loud.
If you’re in an emergency situation and need police help, but can’t speak,
Make Yourself Heard and let the 999 operator know your call is genuine.
If making a sound would put you or someone else in danger and the BT operator cannot decide whether an emergency service is needed, your call will
be transferred to the Silent Solution system.
The Silent Solution is a police system used to filter out large numbers of
accidental or hoax 999 calls. It also exists to help people who are unable to
speak, but who genuinely need police assistance.
You will hear an automated police message, which lasts for 20 seconds and
begins with ‘you are through to the police’. It will ask you to press 55 to be
put through to police call management. The BT operator will remain on the
line and listen.
If you press 55, they will be notified and transfer the call to the police.
If you don’t press 55, the call will be terminated.
Pressing 55 does not allow police to track your location.
WHAT THEN?
When transferred to your local police force, the police call handler will
attempt to communicate with you by asking simple yes or no questions. If
you are not able to speak, listen carefully to the questions and instructions
from the call handler so they can assess your call and arrange help if needed.
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD 01380 850342
Fourth generation family butcher
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and slaughtered at
our own abattoir ensuring that we know exactly where your meat comes
from. All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

CLOSED

All meat is packed and labelled to your requirement
If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then please ask
and we will be more than happy to help
Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and to find
out about our weekly delivery service.

Opening Times
Monday: 8am – 1pm
Tuesday – Friday: 8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:
8am – 1pm
22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 2EX
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NORTH WILTS OVEN
CLEANING
Local – Professional –
Affordable
Let me do the dirty work – I
promise a thorough clean of
ovens, hobs, ranges, Aga’s,
microwaves, or BBQ, using eco
friendly and non caustic
materials.

Call Dave now on
07706 084107 or
07703 667036

Don’t Shiver
We Deliver
Seasoned Hardwood
Logs
Call James 07970 781828
Keeping Wiltshire Warm
Www.logstoyou.co.uk

R M HEATH
ROOFING CONTRACTOR
SLATING – TILING – STONE TILING

New roofs – strip and re-tile
Free Estimates

01249 730362
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F. W. Jones & Son
Funeral & Cremation Directors
30 Market Place
Chippenham, Wilts
Phone: Chippenham 01249 652525
Part of Dignity plc.

A British Company

BOB DURRANT
HOME MAINTENANCE SERVICES
No Job Too Small – Just Ask

********

Painting, Decorating, Tiling Kitchen Bedroom & Bathroom Fitting
*********

References available
Telephone – (01249)730679 Mobile – 07732 855834 Email –
durrants007@gmail.com Dolphins, The Wharf, Lacock SN15 2PQ

Home & Business
Computing
Support, help and advice - call for a local and friendly service:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Purchasing + set up advice
Broadband, Internet + email
Cloud computing
Share Files, photos etc.
Defence against the dark arts
Backup valuable information
PC, Mac and phones

•
Call Ian on 01225 745732 to talk about what you want and how I can help or see our
web site for more information:
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SHEPPARD DECORATORS
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR

www.AdminDone.co.uk

Call Darren for a friendly quote

Not enough time to do all your
admin and paperwork?
Whether you are a small
business or individual,
if you need help,
I can help you.
Please visit my website for
further information

www.AdminDone.co.uk
or call Jane on
07739 750630
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Tel: 01380725652
www.sheppard-decorators.co.uk

CLOSED

|
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd
SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records
Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com
Trading since 1972

The George Inn ,
4 West Street, Lacock.
tel: 01249 730263
We are in a New CAMRA's
Good Beer Guide

CLOSED
Function area for all your needs available to discuss 01249 730263.
Like us on our FACEBOOK page to keep up to date with all our

OPEN MIC nights, QUIZZES and events.
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Award Winning, Family Run, Farm Shop
Established for over 30 years
Open Daily 9am–6pm 10am–5pm on Sundays
HOME & LOCALLY REARED FRESH MEAT
HOMEMADE SAUSAGES, FAGGOTS & BURGERS

Available daily from our in house Butchery

LOCAL CHEESES & HOME COOKED MEATS
LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES
HOMEMADE CAKES & PIES
LOCALLY MADE CHOCOLATES & FUDGE
PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS
LOCAL ALES & CIDERS AND FINE WINES
GIFT HAMPERS
and many more local ingredients …..
www.allingtonfarmshop.co.uk TEL: 01249 658112

Come & sample the unique experience of food
direct from the farm to your plate.
Local, tasty, chef cooked meals at
Allington Café.
Open 9am – 4.30pm Mon-Fri
9am – 5pm Sat & 9.30am – 4pm Sun
Bank Holiday - .00am - 3.45pm

Tel 01249 463326 www.allingtoncafe.co.uk
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Sue Stokes
Decorative Antiques and Textiles
West Street Lacock
Antique textiles, Costume, Folk Art,
Film and TV prop hire and sourcing

CLOSED

Open 11 – 4 Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Tel:0798624750
suestokes7@hotmail.co.uk
Instagram: SueStokesAntiquesLacock

TLC ‘HELPFUL’ SERVICES
Trustworthy, local lady with
local knowledge to lend a
helping hand (CRB Checked)

CLEANING, IRONING,

SHOPPING,
ADMINISTRATION.
David Nightingale Coachtrimming

DE-CLUTTERING

CARS~CARRIAGES~
AIRCRAFT
TAILOR MADE INTERIORS &
HOODS
20 Gastard, Corsham, SN13 9QN
01249 701271

nightingalenest@onetel.com
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Call Teresa 0781 571 9722
teresacambell@btinternet.com

CLOSED

t : 01249 730 313

e: info@kingjohns.co.uk

21 Church Street, Lacock. Wiltshire, SN15 2LB

:

CLOSED
****
Keep an eye out for new Tasting Events coming soon!

01249 730230 | e: info@signoftheangel.co.uk
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