
Lacock Parish Council Meeting on 14 September 2020 

Planning Applications Report


20/06974/FUL 
Demolition of units 4-11, demolition and rebuilding of Building C, extensions to 
Building C & D and re-routing of the access road - Stonegate Farmers, Corsham 
Road, Lacock. 

It is explained that the proposed development is to provide “further operational area to 
maintain the current and future expansion of the business, improve access to storage and 
increase storage capability of the site”


The application will provide an additional 1087 sq m of gross internal floorspace, and 
provide an additional 10 full time jobs. The Traffic Impact Assessment estimates that the 
proposal will result in an additional 4 two-way trips during the AM & PM peak hours, 
equivalent to 1 extra vehicle every 15 mins in the peak hours.


JMB Comments.

The redevelopment of the site is confined to the eastern area of the site, immediately to 
the west of the railway line. As such, and being single storey development,  it should not 
present any adverse visual or amenity impact. 


The only potential area of concern could arise from the proposed increase in traffic. Taken 
at face value, the increase in numbers would appear small, but it is for Wiltshire Council 
as Highways Authority to determine whether the increase is acceptable.


I can see the benefit of supporting this well run successful business which provides 
significant local employment and would raise no objection to the proposed development 
providing the Highways Authority finds the proposed increase in trips generated 
acceptable.


20/06840/FUL 
Construction of solar farm and battery storage together with all associated works, 
equipment and necessary infrastructure - land north of Melksham substation, near  
Melksham 

JMB Comments

The southern part of the planning application area lies in Melksham Without Parish. On 
Monday 7 September Jane Durrant, Mike Chislett and myself remotely attended  the 
virtual meeting of their Planning Committee to observe the debate when the solar farm 
planning application was considered. The Council resolved to not oppose the planning 
application subject to Wiltshire Council’s holding objections re drainage and archaeology 
being overcome, there being mitigation measures introduced to lessen the visual impact 
of the panels to the north of Westlands Lane and there being a Transport Management 
Plan to avoid nuisance from site traffic.


We have previously had early sight of the solar farm proposals and debated the subject. I 
do not therefore propose to comment in any significant detail now we are in receipt of the 
planning application.




The one area of potential concern remains, in my opinion,  the use of Folly Lane West as 
the main access to the site. The applicants recognise that this lane is narrow for the large 
vehicles that will be using it during the 26 weeks construction period. They are now 
proposing the construction of a further passing bay on the lane to aid visibility. This one 
together with the two existing ones should be properly surfaced and maintained to avoid 
them becoming rutted and unsafe for use by small vehicles.


A further issue is that any details relating to the location of the site compound, traffic 
management including wheel washing facilities and road maintenance etc are not part of 
this planning application, but are to be left to a later date when a contractor has been 
appointed. These should all be covered in a Traffic Management Plan. 


Potential visual impact has previously been raised as an issue. The application proposes 
reinforcing the existing hedgerow and tree belt on the eastern boundary of the site closest 
to the A350. This should reduce the visual impact from the A350.


The applicant will be present at the meeting to answer questions.


Pre-Application Consultation on a Proposed Housing Development - Land South of 
Woodrow Road, Melksham. 

This site lies within Melksham Without Parish but has been referred to Lacock Parish 
Council owing to the potential traffic implications for our parish.


Were this proposal for 150 dwellings to be permitted it would almost certainly give rise to 
an increase in vehicles travelling north along Forest lane and through Lacock to access 
the A350. 


When a planning application is submitted I would propose that we should raise an 
objection on traffic grounds, but at the same time press Wiltshire Council to pursue the 
development of an eastern bypass to Melksham at the earliest opportunity.


John Boldon

11 September 2020



