Minutes of the Meeting of Lacock Parish Council held in Lacock Village Hall on 8 June 2026 at
7:00PM.

Present: Cllrs L Heren (Chair), S Wise, A Bone, T Brown, P Chilton, P Fennell, S Longo.
Also present: T Edge (Clerk) Wilts ClIr P Wragg, S McMillan (National Trust).

LPC/26-27/042 To receive apologies and note absences
Apologies were received from Cllr Bowsher. ClIr Parsons was absent.

LPC/26-27/043 To receive declarations of interest on agenda items
There were no declarations of interest.

LPC/26-27/044 Public Participation
There was no public participation.

LPC/26-27/045 To receive updates from National Trust
No questions were received regarding the National Trust update in Appendix 1.

An update was provided on the planning application submitted by National Trust regarding the Abbey
Gardens glasshouse. The glasshouse is in a state of disrepair and repairs are no longer viable resulting
in the structure being deemed unsafe and closed. National Trust plans to dismantle the existing
glasshouse and redesign the garden in its entirety with a greenhouse, however, the details have not
been finalised. The Martin Parr exhibition opens on 23 June 2026 with the community event planned
for 25 June. The exhibition includes a photo wall which captures the village and its residents in a
moving way.

There was discussion about ongoing arrangements by National Trust, as landowner, for cutting the
grass verges on Bowden Hill to ensure visibility for road users.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved for the Chair to contact National Trust’s
Estates Manager to request details of future arrangements for cutting grass verges on Bowden Hill
into 2027.

LPC/26-27/046 To approve minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 11 May
2026.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved to approve the minutes for the Parish Council
meeting held on 11 May 2026.

ClIr Bone followed up on a parishioner’s email complaint regarding concerns about the accuracy and
completeness of Parish Council minutes, and verbally accused the Parish Council of amending
already published minutes. The ensuing discussion confirmed that minutes from October 2025 have
been accurately recorded in chamber; councillors have been given advance opportunity to review draft
minutes prior to every council meeting since October 2025; no requests from councillors to revise the
draft minutes since October 2025 have been made; minutes have been unanimously approved at every
meeting since October 2025. The specific minutes under question from March 2026 were discussed
and reference was made to the sequence of dated emails from the National Trust regarding tree
planting plans for Bewley Common and Bowden Hill and what was discussed at which Parish Council
meetings since NT’s plans were first mooted on 10 November 2025. ClIr Bone was asked to provide
evidence supporting the accusation before further discussion, if necessary.



LPC/26-27/047 To receive updates arising from previous meetings not requiring decisions
There were no updates to report.

LPC/26-27/048 To receive a report from Wiltshire Council

ClIr Wragg reported that parish steward duties within the parish were resuming in June following
diversion to pot hole repairs as part of Wiltshire Council’s countywide initiative. Also reported new
funding for SEND provision.

LPC/26-27/049 To review and consider insurance arrangements for 2026-27

The Parish Council’s general insurance was renewed with Clear Councils Insurance for 2026/27 from
1 June 2026. The Premium increased from £619.04 to £978.60 due to a correction to the parish
population size and adding cover for tennis court resurfacing.

The Parish Council’s chapel in Lacock Cemetery has not previously been covered by buildings
insurance. Reinstatement value is required to undertake cover.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that additional quotes to be sought for general
insurance cover for 2026/27 to assess value for money of existing arrangements.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that quotations be sought from registered
surveyors to provide reinstatement cost valuations for the chapel at Lacock Cemetery.

LPC/26-27/050 To review and consider existing grounds maintenance arrangements and re-
tendering plan.

The Parish Council considered a quote from its contractor for playing field and village grass cutting
and grounds maintenance, idverde, to provide grass cutting services at Lacock Cemetery until the end
of the current growing season. Idverde’s quote was £136 (over 30%) cheaper than the current
contractor and was considered to provide greater value for money and efficiency than the contract
with the current contractor.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved to terminate its contract with Falcon
Landscapes for grass cutting and strimming services at Lacock Cemetery ending no later than 30 June
2026 and to appoint idverde to provide these services from the week commencing 20 July 2026 to 30
October 2026 for £1,185.20.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that a procurement working group provide a
draft scope of works for parish grass cutting and grounds maintenance services procurement at the
September Parish Council meeting.

LPC/26-27/051 To consider approach for bin emptying and ongoing contract

Problems are being experienced with bins at Reybridge kissing gate, Corsham Play Park and Chapel
Field not being emptied frequently enough to prevent rubbish overflowing onto the ground.
Responsibility for bin emptying within the Parish is currently split between National Trust and the
Parish Council. Councillors indicated support for increasing the Parish Council’s adoption of bins
within the parish acknowledging the resources provided by National Trust volunteers conducting
regular litter picks within the parish.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that it amend its contract with idverde for bin
emptying services to expand collections to include: Chapel field bin collections twice weekly,
Reybridge kissing gate collections twice weekly, and Corsham Road Play Park weekly collections.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved costings be provided for waste collections for
all bins within the parish to enable consideration of a proposal for increasing adoption of bins and
associated waste collection within the parish.



An approach to address litter accumulation at the layby near St Anne’s was discussed noting
constraints for National Trust volunteers to cover the site and limitations associated with installing a
bin at the location.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that the Chair contact National Trust’s Estates
Manager to request increasing volunteer picking frequency at the layby near St Anne’s.

LPC/26-27/052 To consider arrangements for weeding of Lacock Cemetery grounds and
associated cost provisions.

Weeds at Lacock Cemetery along the path/cobbles, inside the perimeter wall, outside the perimeter
wall and around tombstones have become overgrown and need to be addressed. Quotes were
considered for handweeding for three to four days and spraying, noting that spraying would not be
permitted at the site.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that weeding along the exterior of the
perimeter wall at Lacock Cemetery be allocated to the Parish Steward.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that an additional quote for weeding along the
path/cobbles, inside the perimeter wall, and around tombstones be sought from idverde in the interest
of optimising value for money and efficiency of existing grounds maintenance contracts.

LPC/26-27/053 To consider arrangements for tree works at the cemetery allotments and
associated cost provisions.

Lacock and District Allotment and Garden Association have requested financial assistance from the
Parish Council for tree works concerning a fallen tree under the Association’s responsibility at Lacock
Cemetery allotments. The Association did not request a specific amount but has received three quotes
for the required works which are expected to cost around £2,000 plus VAT. Councillors noted that the
Parish Council allocated up to £2,000 one-off emergency funding for tree works at Lacock Cemetery
allotments at its May meeting but understood that these works were no longer classified as emergency
works.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that £1,000 be allocated as a grant to Lacock
and District Allotment and Garden Association for tree works at Lacock Cemetery allotments.

LPC/26-27/054 To consider approach to approval of FY 2025-26 AGAR documents
The annual internal audit report had not been finalised and the annual governance statement and
accounting statements for 2025/26 are not yet ready for Parish Council consideration.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that an extra-ordinary meeting be called for 29
June 2026 to consider the |Parish Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
submission for 2025/26.

LPC/26-27/055 To receive reports on Councillor Areas of Responsibility

Cemetery — Mole activity at the cemetery is being monitored.

Planning — Training is being arranged for autumn. A request from a nearby Parish Council has been
received to make a representation regarding Cumulative Impact Assessment for Lime Down Solar
Park. The following statement was considered:

Lacock Parish Council wishes to respond briefly to Question CE1.2 regarding the cumulative impact
of the proposed Lime Down Solar Project and associated infrastructure. As a neighbouring authority
situated immediately adjacent to the wider Melksham Substation area, Lacock Parish Council
strongly endorses the submission and concerns raised by Community Action: Whitley and Shaw
(CAWS) regarding cumulative impact pathways.



The Parish Council wishes to highlight the following local constraints and pressures that should be
rigorously considered by the Examining Authority as part of the cumulative impact assessment:

1. Traffic and Transport: The rural road network through Lacock and surrounding lanes are
already under significant pressure. The cumulative impact of construction traffic,
construction disruption, and cable trenching across multiple proposed or consented energy
and housing developments in the Melksham cluster presents a severe risk of local gridlock
and damage to minor roads.

2. Flood Risk and Drainage: The local area has well-documented sensitivities regarding
surface water drainage and flooding. The vast scale of proposed solar installations and
enabling works connecting to the Melksham Substation should not be assessed in isolation, as
their collective impact on the local catchment area could exacerbate flood risks for
surrounding parishes, including Lacock.

3. Heritage and Environmental Constraints: Lacock is a historic parish with highly sensitive
landscape, ecological, and heritage assets (including extensive Grade I and Il listed
structures and National Trust protections). The sheer scale and concentration of industrial-
scale energy projects connecting to the nearby substation risk fundamentally altering the
rural character and setting of the wider area.

Lacock Parish Council urges the Examining Authority to ensure that the cumulative impact
assessment is broad enough to encompass all housing, highways, and energy schemes currently
planned or foreseeable in this specific pocket of Wiltshire, rather than viewing the Lime Down Solar
Project in isolation.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that the above Cumulative Impact Assessment
representation for Lime Down Solar Park be submitted to the Examining Authority.

IT — Photos are required to complete councillor and clerk profiles for the Parish Council website.
Amendments to General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) legislation become effective from 19
June 2026 and revised policies are being drafted for consideration at the July Parish Council meeting.
Parish Steward — Requests for parish support are being submitted following resumption of regular
duties.

Highways — A Highways Improvement Request form has been received requesting HGV signage on
Mons Lane.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved to support a request for HGV signage on Mons
Lane.

There was discussion about concerns raised by Bowden Hill residents regarding proximity of HGV
signage and a Highways Improvement Request is expected for consideration by the Parish Council.
Updates to Lacock Primary School’s Travel Plan are in progress awaiting further information from
the Head Teacher to enable Parish Council liaison. The viability of a one-way system to traffic
challenges on East Street, Lacock was discussed.

Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved that Cllr Chilton prepare a Highways
Improvement Request proposing a one-way system on East Street, Lacock for Parish Council
endorsement.

Cllr Chilton has taken possession of the Parish Council’s speed camera and is seeking clarification
from Wiltshire Police regarding the legality of using camera footage as evidence. Debris on Abbey
Bridge from branches hit by high-sided vehicles has been reported to Wiltshire Council for action by
multiple parties.

Finance — The Parish Council’s annual internal audit for 2025/26 is in progress and it is expected that
findings will provide a platform for enhancing compliance, systems and processes. Reviews of the
Parish Council’s financial regulations and asset register are also in progress.

Corsham Road Play Park — nothing to report.

Public footpaths — nothing to report.

Allotments — covered in earlier business.

Village hall — The village hall committee are preparing a grant application for kitchen
reimbursements.




LPC/26-27/056 Correspondence

The Woodrow Road planning application appeal has been upheld. The Parish Council noted that this
outcome reinforced its objection to the proposed Snarlton Road development.

LPC/26-27/057 Finance

1)  To consider payments for approval:

Payee Description Amount
INV7684 Microsoft365 Apps for Business monthly subscription Jun
Atema 2026 11.66
T Edge Clerk salary and allowances Jun 2026 933.40
NEST Pensions Employer/ee pension contributions Jun 2026 84.79
Falcon
Landscapes INV55 Cemetery grass cutting 16 May 2026 350.00
idverde INV10967382 Grass cutting Apr 2026 270.82
idverde INV10967383 Village and play area Apr 2026 279.94
idverde INV10967384 Bins Apr 2026 9.60
idverde INV10971411 Grass cutting May 2026 270.82
idverde INV10971413 Village and play area May 2026 279.94
idverde INV10969359 Bins May 2026 9.60
Resolution: The Parish Council unanimously resolved to approve the above payments.
The Parish Council noted the following payments which had already been paid.
Amount
Payee Description (£)
Clear Councils Insurance renewal 2026-27 978.60
Cotswolds Conservation Board | Donation - Lovers' Lane 300.00
Falcon Landscapes INV53 Cemetery grass cutting 4 Apr 2026 350.00
Falcon Landscapes INV54 Cemetery grass cutting 25 Apr 2026 350.00
The Parish Council noted the following direct debits scheduled for payment.
Payee Description Amount
Information Commissioner's
Office Data protection fee renewal 2026-27 52.00
INVP316399 Waste collection Bin outside Lacock
Grist Environmental Cemetery May 2026 66.75
Xero INV-29595338 Monthly subscription Jul 2026 44.40

ii)) To approve bank reconciliations

Not available

LPC/26-27/058 To consider planning applications received

None




LPC/26-27/059 Any Other Matters for Info/Discussion

There was discussion about consideration for a community noticeboard to the north of parish to reach
residents in the new housing developments in Showell. Suitable locations are to be researched before
being considered by the Parish Council.

Meeting closed at 21:25

Date of Next Meeting — Monday 13 July 2026



APPENDIX 1
National Trust Update June 2026

General

* Update on Small Book for Community: Lacock by Martin Parr We wanted to provide a quick
update on the ‘small book’ that we are producing as a gift for the community. We want this to
be an additional celebration — and will confirm the dates for the delivery of this once the
sponsor CEWE has produced them. As we speak, they are busy printing the main exhibition! It
will be distributed to the village over the summer months — and if your offer of help still stands,
that will be great thank you.

Garden and Countryside

* Grass cutting and border work are taking up most of the garden team’s time currently.

* Big tree trunks laying in the woodland gardens will be collected by contractors soon.

* Parkland has footpaths cut in it, again following previous years of solar rings representing
Henry FT’s love of astronomy.

* Hope to hear Wilt Council’s response to application to make the glasshouse safe.

Let Estate
 Mill Farmhouse refurbishment is due to be completed w/c 12th June. The property will then
be advertised to let.

Operations
Fox Talbot Day with Lacock School on Thursday 4 June for a morning of activities.

Summer of Play dates 18 July — 6 September in the Parkland. Working with Wiltshire
Scrapstore for weekend crafts and Wiltshire Outdoor Learning team for the climbing wall
Monday 17 — Wed 19 August. Sponsored by Pokémon this year. Thank you



